Project Abstract

Thomas Jefferson and the authors of the Declaration of Independence
articulated the principles of “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” as central
to America’s idea of a republican government. These principles and others in tthe
document are rooted in prominent themes pervasive in Colonial America. The
iIdeological underpinnings of the American Revolution are far deeper than
“taxation without representation.” This instructional kit focuses on the influence
of Enlightenment ideas on the colonists. The first lesson in this unit introduces
students to the events leading up to the Revolution. With that background
knowledge, students are challenged to participate in a simulated Enlightenment-
era Salon, discussing the ideas of thinkers such as John Locke, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau and Charles de Montesquieu. In the third and final lesson, students
analyze the Declaration of Independence and relate the grievances against King
George 11l to the principles and ideas they adopted from Enlightenment.



